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OUR PURPOSE
The West End Cultural Centre is the best place in Canada to play and 

experience music. We present artists at all stages of their careers and support 

artistic development through education, collaboration and community 

programming.

Our Principles
1. We strive to create amazing experiences through music: The West End 

is committed to presenting and developing musical artistic expression 

that is progressive, cutting edge and exciting for audiences, artists and 

the community.  

2. We curate and produce artistic presentations: The West End is more 

than a rental venue. All presentations are thoughtfully considered to 

ensure they meet our vision of presenting bold, diverse and dynamic 

music.

3. We invest in artist development: The West End is committed to 

fostering the next generation of artists through opportunities to 

present talent, to hone craft and to share skills and abilities with others 

through community programming and education.

4. We work in partnership and collaboration: The West End seeks 

partnerships and collaborations with artists, other organizations and 

community to strengthen the development and presentation of music 

in Winnipeg and across the country.

5. We are committed to maintaining high standards: Excellence in 

presentation and support through technology, professional staff and 

engaged volunteers is key to the West End’s success.

6. We demonstrate environmental sustainability: The West End 

minimizes its impact on the environment through a number of 

sustainable practice initiatives, especially the maintenance of LEED 

standards for its building.
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FROM OUR PRESiDEnT
The last year at the West End Cultural Centre revolved around developing new 

plans and ideas while continuing with renewed focus on the programs, people 

and music that make this organization a special place and a unique venue.

I would like to first and foremost express my 

appreciation for the way the West End’s staff has 

pulled together in a year of transition. In the first few 

months of our fiscal year (Sept. 2017 to Aug. 2018), the 

staff underwent a reorganization of roles, and built 

momentum from new roles and goals. This resulted 

in a strong spring of music and programming that has 

generated a sense of optimism moving forward. To our 

team of Jason Hooper, Kerri Stephens, Jessee Havey, 

Matt Duboff, Andrew Toffen and Nathaniel Good - 

your work is seen and appreciated. And to our house 

managers Mark Cohoe, Michel Slota and Robyn Smith 

- the work you do in facilitating shows is essential 

in drawing together our volunteers and our daytime staff. A sincere thanks on 

behalf of the board.

The past year also saw our long-brewing capital campaign come to fruition. The 

West End secured a generous $73,000 Canadian Heritage grant promised as 

matching funds. With the hard work of staff and our Fundraising Committee, 

the West End has developed an ambitious plan of experiential improvements 

covering the entire venue, from technical improvements in our sound and 

lighting systems that directly affect the quality of the a performance to a new 

seating system focused on comfort and safety. As of this writing, 89% of the 

matching funds have been secured, so next year’s annual report will be able to 

highlight all the upcoming changes!

Our community programming is a cornerstone of the West End’s engagement 

with the surrounding neighbourhood, and this has been recognized through 

back-to-back wins in the Community Excellence Award category at the Western 

Canadian Music Awards. These robust programs continued apace in this past 

year - the youth drop-in Tune In program saw consistently all-time high numbers 

throughout last summer, while the Lions Manor Singalong concert series for 

seniors continued to be thoroughly enjoyed in its second year. The West End was 

also an important part of planning Girls Rock Camp and the Ellice Street Festival. 

As a resident of the West End, this community engagement was a strong factor in 

my desire to join the board, so it is very personally satisfying to see it thrive.

The concert experience is, of course, the most prominent aspect of the West End’s 

programming. Last year continued to bring in excellent concert experiences 

from local and touring artists, emerging and established acts. The common factor 

in the success of all these shows are the contributions of our volunteers, who 

quite simply make the venue run. I fell in love with the WECC over 20 years ago 

through volunteering, and it’s really special to see this model continue to create 

such fantastic experiences for performers, attendees and our volunteer crews.

Thank you guys so much! I look forward to working with you all to continuing to 

make the West End Cultural Centre a special place in 2019 and beyond.

Cory Bellhouse, Board President

The West End  

is very in tune with  

the local community and  

artists in Winnipeg and 

Manitoba.  It’s one of the best 

venues to play in Canada.  

Gilles Fournier, musician

As a 25-year  

touring musician, I’ve  

played the West End more times 

than any other venue. The West End 

has nurtured and encouraged me 

as an artist and a Winnipegger. I’m 

enormously grateful it exists. Every 

Winnipeg musician I know has a 

similar story about this excellent 

building and the devoted people 

who work there. Its importance 

cannot be overestimated. 

John K Samson, musician
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The West End  

Cultural Centre has helped  

me grow as an artist and human. As 

an audience member, I have been 

awed by the calibre of musicians and 

the amazing sound of the venue over 

and over. As an artist, I appreciate the 

technical savvy of the technicians 

and know that I will be sounding 

my best. I’m also very grateful for 

the community outreach programs. 

I have both attended and hosted 

various musical workshops for adults 

and children, and love that it is so 

much a part of my family’s life.

Keri Latimermusician
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FROM OUR ExECUTiVE DiRECTOR
Looking back over the year and its many and varied challenges has been a 

difficult and rewarding exercise. It usually is, but this year with the departure 

of our General Manager Jack Jonasson, the creation of the role of Executive 

Director and the subsequent shakeup of job descriptions has made it doubly 

so. Reviewing the past year, embarking on a major fundraising campaign and 

looking to the challenges ahead, I’ve had to ask myself why? Why is the West 

End Cultural Centre important to the community? What do we 

bring to Winnipeg that other venues do not? Why do so many 

people choose to volunteer at shows or on our board and why 

do so many people show their support through financial and 

in-kind donations?

I know why. 

As an all-ages venue, the West End Cultural Centre is the 

first place many of us have been introduced to live music as 

something other than an arena or stadium spectacle. It is the 

first venue to introduce us to the local music scene and in 

turn inspire us to become musicians, artists, managers and 

promoters. We have seen our friends and families perform and 

had them inspire us to say: I can do that, too.

years ago staff and volunteers recognized this state of affairs and saw a gap 

between “I can do that” and actually being able to do that. They were inspired 

to start Tune In, a program that offers free music lessons twice a week after 

school. Instruments are provided, local musicians are hired to teach and mentor 

kids and opportunities to perform exist at street festivals and open mic nights 

throughout the city. We host our own “acoustic nights” in our community hall 

to further the experience of performing in front of an audience as well as get a 

taste of promoting a show.

The West End Cultural Centre lives and breathes music. We support and nurture 

the current and next generation of musicians as we book and partner with other 

local organizations to bring some of the best artists in Canada and from around 

the world to our stage. you can come to the West End Cultural Centre and one 

night see an Italian superstar and another witness the emergence of a little-

known songwriter such as William Prince, and then watch his career grow to 

where he’s opening for Neil young at Toronto’s Massey Hall.

It seems fitting to me that we end this fiscal year with our capital campaign – 

nearly successfully completed at the time of this writing. Originally started 

with a grant from Canadian Heritage’s Canada 150 program, we are aiming 

to match their $73,000 contribution. When we’re done, we will replace our 

current stage lights with energy efficient LED lights and replace our aging 

stage monitors to the benefit of the artists who need them to hear themselves. 

The last part of these planned improvements will see us replace our audience 

seating. These upgrades will improve the experience of artists and audiences 

for years into the future and continues to fulfill a mission first put into practice 

thirty years ago that will serve the West End for the next thirty - to make music 

a life changing force for everyone.

Jason Hooper, Executive Director

OUR MUSiC
Season Highlights

•   In the 2017/2018 season, we presented some exciting 

new concepts and collaborations. And, we expanded 

into the electronic genre for both Com Truise/Nosaj 

Thing as well as having the honour to present award-

winning electronic artist 

Tim Hecker with Real Love 

Winnipeg. 

•   We presented An Evening 

of Country Classics with 

Quinton Blair, Jess Reimer, 

Little Miss Higgins, Jaxon 

Haldane and more local 

artists as an artist collective 

collaborative concert.

•   We were thrilled to present 

two Polaris Prize short-

listers - Leif Vollebekk and Lisa Leblanc.

•   November brought a two-week run of the sound art 

performance of Tomorrow’s Child, which expanded 

our audience and helped us co-present with Theatre 

Projects Manitoba.

•   Some of our co-pros included Elliot Brood (Winnipeg 

Folk Festival), Canada, It’s Complicated (Comedy 

150), Martha Wainright (WFF), 

William Prince (WFF), Robyn 

Manard (uniter Speaker Series), 

Corb Lund (WFF), Jason Collett’s 

New Constellations Tour (WFF), 

John Gorka (WFF), Tribute To 

Joe Strummer (The Farrell Bros.), 

The East Pointers (WFF), Goody 

Grace (Good Will Social Club), 

Lindi Ortega (WFF) and The 

Beaches (Live Nation).

•   We also celebrated our 30th anniversary in October 

2017 and welcomed Shane Koyczan, a Spirit of The 

West tribute, our Generations show which featured 

those integral to the early days of the West End, 

performing with their children, all as celebrations 

throughout the fall.

•   We took home both the Excellence in Community 

Outreach and the Impact in Live Music awards 

from the 2017 Western Canadian Music Awards in 

Edmonton.

A FEW OF OUR FAVOURiTE SHOWS 

iskwé, October 2017. 

With Sierra Noble and 

Shanley Spence, such a 

powerful performance 

with three amazing 

women.

- Matt Duboff, 

Production  

Co-Ordinator

not By Bread 
Alone: 2 Generations 

of the West End 

Cultural Centre, 

October, 2017. As a 

part of the West End’s 

30th Anniversary 

celebration, my family and I had the joy of performing 

in this show alongside a bunch of other musical families 

who have been heavily involved with this place since 

its inception. This beautiful night of music, stories and 

laughter truly felt like 

a big family gathering 

at home, which is just 

what this place is to all 

of us who were in the 

room that night.

- Jessee Havey, 

Community Outreach  

& Rental Co-ordinator

The Bonaduces 
and The Details on 

Throwback Thursdays, 

November, 2018. I spent 

six years as crew chief 

of the ‘punk crew’ at the 

West End in my teens 

and early twenties, and 

I think that probably we worked more Bonaduces shows 

than any other band in that time period. Watching this 

show with a handful of my old crewmates and pals was the 

most prominent reminder I had in the past year that music 

can be a life changing force, in the community it builds as 

well as the concert experiences it brings.

- Cory Bellhouse, chair and  

president of the West End’s board
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Sierra Noble

The Bonaduces

Lindi Ortega

Leaf Rapids
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Heavy Bell, January 2018. It was 

the best show I saw all year. It was 

really special to see the culmination 

of many years’ work. Presenting 

that material, Tom Keenan and Matt 

Peters embodied my favourite things 

about Winnipeg’s music community 

– constant evolution, thoughtfulness 

and pure artistry. It was a unique 

show that was enhanced by the  

venue itself.

- Sara Stasiuk,  

West End board member

The new Constellations tour, 

November 2017. It lured me in with 

literary (Miriam Toews, Leanne 

Betasamosake Simpson) and musical 

(John K. Samson) favourites, but it 

was then-new-to-me artists that 

made the evening transformational: 

Jeremy Dutcher (who since claimed 

the Polaris Prize), Ansley Simpson and 

Safia Nolin. What a beautiful night, in 

the perfect venue.

- Ainslie Schroeder,  

West End board member

OUR MUSiC OUR COMMUniTY OUTREACH 
Girls Rock Camp
For one absolutely electric week in 

August, 21 young people aged 10 to 14 

took over every inch of our building. 

They learned to play an instrument, 

form a band and write and record a 

song. They participated in workshops 

and performed in a showcase for 

their friends and families at Girls 

Rock Winnipeg’s inaugural Girls 

Rock Camp. Following the success of 

the youth camp, we will be holding 

our first Adult Rock Camp here in 

February of 2019 with Girls Rock 

Winnipeg. GRW is part of a global 

movement designed to empower 

female, trans and gender variant 

youth and adults through rock music 

and is a partnership we are especially 

proud of and hope will continue for 

years to come!

Tune in
Each year the West End offers after-

school drop-in musical instruction for 

nine to 18-year olds for two hours twice 

a week throughout the school year. 

Instruments available include drums, 

electric and acoustic guitar, bass and 

keyboards - all taught by professional 

musicians. The Tune In program aims 

to reduce barriers to active participation in the arts with all instruments provided 

free of charge and healthy snacks made available to participants.

Our wonderful instructors this past year included Brian James, Jodi Dunlop 

(Mise en Scene), Bobby Desjarlais (Attica Riots), Sheena Rattai (Red Moon Road) 

and Heather Thomas (Atlaas). We thank them for creating a fun, positive and 

supportive learning environment and helping to instill a lifelong love of, and 

opportunity for, active participation in music and the arts in the youth of our 

community while reinforcing the idea that the West End Cultural Centre is a 

safe and welcoming place for music lovers of all ages.

Tapportunity
A free tap dancing program for neighbourhood youth ages six to 12, Tapportunity 

was developed by Janel Bortoluzzi in an effort to make dance lessons more 

accessible and inclusive. After a successful pilot run last spring with participants 

from the Magnus Eliason Recreation Centre’s Building Bridges program, Janel ran 

weekly classes throughout the school year as well as a free workshop as part of 

our spring break programming.

lions Manor Concerts  
and Singalongs
For years, the West End has 

dispatched musicians to nearby 

Lions Manor to bring the arts to our 

neighbours who can’t make it to our 

building for shows. This program 

truly makes the music of the West 

End accessible to all ages. Concerts 

this year included Daniel Peloquin-

Hopfner, Heitha Forsyth, Leonard 

Podolak, Woody Holler and back by 

popular demand, Jess Reimer and 

Raine Hamilton. 

Average Ticket Price

2015-16

$19

2016-17

$16

2017-18

$17
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number of Tickets  
Sold to All Shows

2015-16

11,722

2016-17

11,783

2017-18

9,484

Total WECC-presented Shows

82

70

80

 2017-182016-172015-16

local Album Releases

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

22 10 10

2015-16
2016-17
2017-18

Emerging Artists Presented
15

31
20

2015-16
2016-17
2017-18

Partnership Presentations
21

14
22

2015-16
2016-17
2017-18

Average Attendance at  
WECC-presented Shows

154
182

150

Jean Michel Blais

Canadian Artists

 2017-182016-172015-16

68

57
45

international Artists

18
20

 2017-18
 2016-17
 2015-16

6
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Holiday Dinner and Concert
Well over 100 area residents came together for a free, full turkey feast, 

entertainment and gifts from Santa at our annual holiday dinner and concert. 

We were so lucky to have legendary Manitoba entertainer Al Simmons as 

our MC with performances by hoop dancer Shanley Spence and Juno Award-

winning Indigenous rock group Eagle and Hawk.

Musical notes & lunch Totes

Nearly 500 Winnipeggers came out for the third edition of our summer 

lunchtime concert series to enjoy free concerts by Leaf Rapids, Spruce and the 

Meadowlark, Chenoa McKelvey, Nic Dyson, Haitia, A La Mode, Abigail Lapell, 

Double the Trouble, and Hay Fever at Saigon Park. This series is a joint effort 

with the West End BIZ and each concert is sponsored by a different business in 

the neighbourhood.

Ellice Street Festival
We had an amazing turnout for the Friday night indoor kickoff to our 

neighbourhood street festival this year! It was unofficially dubbed the Sunshine 

House Spectacular, featuring Drag Queen Bingo with the Sunshine Bunch and 

prizes donated by local businesses and organizations and music from JD and the 

Sunshine Band. Saturday 

brought wonderful weather, 

hoop dancing by Shanley 

Spence, music by Madame 

Diva, Trampoline, The Deeds, 

Silence Kit, clowning by 

Sue Proctor and traditional 

drumming by Dancing Spirit 

Drum Group, which runs 

out of the West Central 

Women’s Resource Centre.

OUR VOlUnTEERS 

Continued on page 11

Pat McPhillips has been a volunteer at 

the West End for the last decade, since 

the new building opened. She can 

mostly be found behind the bar. We 

asked her a couple questions.

Q: Why did you first start 
volunteering at the West End?
PAT: I was looking for a way to get 

more involved in the music scene 

and, because I went there all the time, 

someone said to me, “you know these 

are all volunteers.” I was like “Ooooh” 

– the radar went off. I just wanted 

to get more involved – my kids were 

grown and gone. Then the building 

closed for a year-and-half so I had to 

wait that out. I went back when they 

re-opened and it was Dom (former 

artistic director Dominic Lloyd) who 

gave me the tour at the time. The 

bathrooms weren’t even done yet. I 

just loved the music and I loved the 

interactions. It’s really interesting to 

be there before the doors open and 

to look out and see who’s there and 

think - those are the kind of people 

who listen to this kind of music. I 

like bartending because you get to 

actually talk to all those people.

Q: What’s your most 
memorable show?
PAT:  Definitely the Propagandhi 

show during the West End’s 25th 

anniversary. Last year, it was the 

Jerry Cans. That show was so much 

fun. They asked anybody from the 

North who was here in Winnipeg for 

medical treatment to come and see the 

show for free. So it was a busy show. 

And I’ve never seen any audience 

have so much fun as at that show. It 

was just fun. People were yelling at 

them and they were speaking in their 
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Community Outreach StatsOUR COMMUniTY OUTREACH
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Yoga Classes 2017-18: KILL 

THIS GRAPHIC

Total Community Events 2017-

18: 120

Workshops 2017-18: 3

Total Participation 2017-18: 

6,248

Tune in 
sessions

2017-18

63
61

34

2016-17
2015-16

Community 
concerts, including 
lions Manor
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The Small Glories
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Total 
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WECC_2017-18 Annual Report.indd   9-10 2019-03-27   11:39 AM



  

HOW YOU CAn HElP

The West End Cultural Centre 
gratefully acknowledges the  
donations and sponsorships  

received in the 2017-2018 year . 

We would also like to thank:
Natural Direction

Kolton, Ellerby, Rothman & Associates
The Great West Life Assurance Company

Horizon Hearing
5865396 Manitoba LTD

Strings & yarn
Costco Wholesale Canada LTD

Volunteer!
The West End is always looking for 

music-lovers to volunteer at shows 

and at community events.

For more information,  

email Matt at Volunteer@wecc .ca .

Stay in touch!

   www.wecc.ca

    Join our email list by emailing 

info@wecc.ca

    Phone us: (204) 783-6918

  @TheWECC

     www.facebook.com/

WestEndCulturalCentre

  @thewecc

Donate!
The West End Cultural Centre 

is a registered charity and relies 

on donations to fund much of its 

community reach programs, such 

as Tune In and the Lions Manor 

Concerts. your support is vital and 

most appreciated.

  Donate OnlinE: 

Via Canada Helps at  

www.canadahelps.org

   Donate by PHOnE: 

(204) 783-6918

  Donate by MAil:  

586 Ellice Ave. 

Winnipeg, MB R3B 1Z8 

Top Volunteers 2017/18
This year, 29 volunteers worked 12 

or more shifts. Here are a few of our 

most prolific volunteers. Thank you 

to them and to the nearly 200 people 

who make the West End work! 

Scott Gair (Crew 2)  

41 shifts worked

Chris Farquharson (Crew 1)  

36 shifts worked

Tom Rhodes (Crew 7)  

34 shifts worked

Patricia Timms (Crew 2)  

31 shifts worked

Phillipe Bardet (Crew 2)  

25 shifts worked

WHAT’S nExT?
In addition to increasing the diversity of performers on our stage and boosting 

our partnerships with other neighbourhood organizations, the West End 

Cultural Centre is putting the finishing touches on a capital fundraising 

campaign. Look out for a much-improved audience experience next year, 

including new chairs, thanks to some generous Manitobans and Canadian 

Heritage. Stay tuned for more details! 
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language. And then Tanya Tagaq – 

that show was mind-blowing. She 

was really remarkable. I had seen 

her before with Kinnie Starr but 

this was just her and her band doing 

40-minutes of improvisation.

Q: Have there been any shows 
where all hell broke loose?
PAT: Oh yeah, it most often happens 

at shows with bands on commercial 

radio. There was a band – I’m not 

going to remember the name – but 

the audience was very young, 16 to 

19, and they were trying to sneak in 

booze. These girls, they were already 

drunk by the time they came and 

they were trying to sneak in booze 

and they were coming up the stairs 

and one of them tripped. She had 

glass beer bottles in her bag and they 

broke and leaked all over the floor 

and she was still trying to get in with 

them, leaving a trail of beer. We were 

like “yeah, I don’t think so…!” I love 

those shows.

Q: is there something you wish 
more Winnipeggers knew 
about the West End?
PAT: I wish people understood more 

about its community outreach, which 

is a very, very important part of 

the West End - for people to realise 

when they go see a show, they’re 

also supporting all the community 

programing.

Total Volunteer Hours

2015-16

5,985

2016-17

5,945

2017-18

5,850

number of Volunteer Shifts Worked

2015-16

1,197

2016-17

1,189

2017-18

1,170

Total number of Volunteers

2016

185

2017

191

2018

185

Leonard Sumner

Lou Canon

Volunteer Stats Continued from page 10

Krista Law

Nanette McKay

Jan Hawkins

Ron Birt

Rob Walger

James Schoemperlen

Dave West

Janet Evans

Jim Gladstone 

Margaret Colledge

Simone & Allan Penner

Brent Corrigan

Jason Klainchar

Stephen Brodovsky

Jason Klassen

Gabriel Tougas

Maggie Careless

Cathy Harder

Julie Penner

Doug McKeag

Joel Trenaman

Ben Van Den Bosch

Dennis McGavock

Jim Kirby

James Barbour

Jackie Hogue

Pat and Bill Reid

Kim Kwiatkowski

Samara May

Sarah Constible

Bill Grant

Linda Pearn

Murray & Laurilyn 
Haines

Sarah Corley

Susan Lingle

Jason Hooper

Katherine Cobor and 
Gordon Steindel

Allan Whicker

Jim Stewart

Cindy Newfield

David Driedger

John Prentice

Richard Howell

Orland Backstrom

Roger Mollot

Shaleem Hosein

John Kendle

Andrew McLaren

Katarina Kupca

Greg Duncan 

Susan Prentice

Helen Fallding

John Qua

Iris yudai

John Peters

Simone & Allan Penner

David Clement

Diane Stevens

Kathy Feader

Marianne Tigchelaar

Jolanda Swanink

Karen OBrien

Ernest Gagnon

Donna Kormilo

Nichole Riese

Morley Walker

Sara Stasiuk

Ainslie Schroeder

Terry youmans

Jonathan Taylor

Geraldine De Braune

Mary Ann Sawlewicz

Dave Plummer

Dana Oftedal

Machutchon Allison

Lillian Esses

Tamara Biebrich

Kaj Hasselriis

Margerit Roger

Cate and Al Friesen  
and Beardsell

Bonnie Loewen

Bob and Lindsay 
Somers

Anonymous - 7
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